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VALUES
JESUS CHRIST IS PRESENT. 
Jesus Christ is actively present with us as Savior, Teacher, Lord, Healer, and Friend. Christ is immediately 
accessible to all who believe in Him. Those who take time to listen to Christ can hear His voice and follow Him, 
individually and collectively.  

SCRIPTURE CALLS US TO ACCOUNT AND HELPS US KNOW GOD'S WILL. 
The Bible, as interpreted by the Holy Spirit, shows us what God requires of us and provides authoritative and 
unfailing spiritual guidance for our lives today.  

GOD IS THE SOURCE OF LIFE, AND ALL HUMAN LIFE IS SACRED.  
All life has its origin in the creative work of God, and human life is to be regarded as a sacred gift from God. 
Because all persons have equal value and are created in the image of God, we must treat others with respect 
and dignity, regardless of human measures of merit or value.  

THE HOLY SPIRIT TRANSFORMS AND EMPOWERS US. 
The Holy Spirit enlightens our paths and transforms our lives. As we yield our lives to God and become 
immersed in the life of the Spirit, things change. Despair gives way to hope, and weakness gives way to 
empowerment. All things indeed become new.  

WE ARE CALLED TO BE AND TO MAKE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST.  
Christ through His Spirit transforms us to be more like Himself. He enables us to live lives of integrity and 
righteousness and calls us to bring others into this relationship. We listen to Christ, we obey Him, and we teach



others how to do the same.  

WE ARE CALLED TO LIVE OUT CHRIST'S LOVE.  
Jesus reveals the fullest measure of God's love by His example in His death on the cross. As we become more 
Christ-like, we hope to display this same quality of love corporately and individually to those around us.  

WE ARE CALLED TO BE AGENTS OF GOD'S PEACE AND LOVE TO EVERYONE. 
We are called to work for justice and to be agents of peace in a broken world. Whether situations of conflict and 
confusion are personal, national, or global - within the church or beyond it - we are called to be agents of the 
same healing and love we have received from God.

VISION
OLYMPIC VIEW FRIENDS CHURCH is a growing family of Christ-centered evangelicals, part of the Northwest 
Yearly Meeting of Friends churches, who are reaching out to the greater Northwest and beyond in creative 
mission that reflects the whole gospel of Jesus Christ. We seek to know Christ intimately, worship and follow Him 
faithfully. Joined in the bond of fellowship, we have a sense of shared identity and common vision for ministry 
that focuses on:  

DISCERNMENT: Since Jesus Christ is head of the church and present among us as our Teacher and Guide, we 
commit ourselves to listening to and obeying Him. In our manner of worship and decision making and in the way 
we order ourselves as a church, we continue to learn how to better listen to and obey Christ together. 



SPIRITUAL TRANSFORMATION/DISCIPLESHIP: We are a community of disciples being transformed into the  
image of Christ and partnering in His mission to transform the world. In faithfulness to Scripture and the ongoing 
leadership of the Holy Spirit, we bear witness to the reality of Christ by our changed and changing lives and in 
our commitment to live out the values of Jesus’ Kingdom in all that we do.  

FRIENDS IDENTITY: We believe God has called us to a unique expression of the Christian life that is an 
important contribution to the overall mission of God in the world. As the Friends of NWYM, our common life is 
described by our Faith and Practice. Together, we seek to live in obedience to the same Life and Power that 
called early Friends to courageous evangelism, compassionate service, community, integrity, simplicity, equality 
and peacemaking in ways that speak to the present culture.  

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT AND SUPPORT: All people are called to ministry. Some are called to unique 
leadership roles that help us be the faithful people God intends. Therefore, we intentionally identify, equip and 
release all kinds of leaders to serve among us. Men and women called to pastoral service are well trained and 
adequately supported. Clerks, elders, and representatives find joy and purpose in their ministry because they 
understand their roles and are trained to serve well. Our young people have opportunity to explore their 
leadership gifts because we invest in their education and provide opportunities for service.  

LOCAL OUTREACH: We are engaged in holistic evangelism, social concern, and peacemaking. We are 
developing a culture of service in which Friends of all ages understand their call to ministry and find support as 
they serve Christ in their community. 



GLOBAL OUTREACH: Our ministry and church planting extends beyond the Northwest, as we reach out to the 
rest of the world with the love of Jesus Christ. We send people of all ages across the globe to share in word and 
deed the gospel that is good news to the lost, the poor and the suffering.  

CONNECTION/COMMUNICATION: Joined as we are in Christ, we continually work at improving our 
interconnection and being mutually supportive. Through the NWYM staff and our creative use of media, we 
communicate with each other and those around us who we are as Friends and how God is active in us for the 
sake of the world. 

 

MISSION
The Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends churches identifies the following as it’s mission statement:
-Teaching and obeying the whole gospel as revealed by the Holy Spirit and recorded in Scripture;  
-Loving and mutually supporting each other; and  
-Equipping and releasing people to continue His mission in the world.  

OUR LOCAL CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT IS IN CONJUNCTION WITH OUR YEARLY MEETINGS.  In 
summary, we use the phrase, “May we give our life away in the pursuit of God and in love for others.” 



CHRIST-CENTERED 
May we be committed to being Christ Centered and doing all things to the Glory of God. (Hebrews 12:2; John 
1:1; John 14:6) 

The disciples were first called Christians in Acts 11:26. This is one of the first places where a community of 
people sought to follow the leading of Jesus and live in a new and radical way. We too submit ourselves to 
Christ's leading, his authority, his agenda and his values. 

AUTHENTIC SPIRITUALITY 
May we believe in grace and be committed to authenticity, humility and being culturally relevant while still 
keeping the gospel message biblical and Christ Centered. (Acts 15:22-35; Psalm 63:1; Matthew 6:6-8)
 
The first community/church had a difficulty – there were both Jews and Gentiles. These two groups were 
incompatible and their traditions and practices clashed. The goal was to find unity under Christ and to focus on a 
relationship with God rather than mere religious practice. As a result they sought to hold onto the good and get 
rid of the bad. Whatever was a barrier was thrown out, and whatever aided the community in growth, unity, and 
an authentic focus on God was retained. 

In much the same way, we are committed to being as culturally relevant as possible while still keeping the gospel 
message biblical and Christ Centered. As appropriate, we will value change, cultural relevance and authenticity 
in an effort to find and keep godly unity and maintain a sincere devotion – much as the early church did. 



INTENTIONAL COMMUNITY 
May we be committed to being a healthy and holistic family of believers through intentional relationships in 
service and community. (Acts 2:42-47; Acts 11:20; Ephesians 4:1-16) 

The early church was the first recorded church in the Christian era where one group of believers specifically 
targeted and reached out to a different culture, ethnicity, and demographic. We are committed to doing the same. 
We are committed to being intentional about developing community. 

MISSIONAL 
May we be committed to finding and living out God's missional call on our lives – as a church and as individuals. 
(Acts 13:1-3; Acts 1:8; John 4:34-36) 

This is one of our dearest values. We believe that the gospel is not simply a message on paper, but a calling to 
participate in. We believe what Jesus said when he told the disciples, "As the Father has sent me, I am sending 
you." We endeavor to put the calling of God above comfort and the growth of the Kingdom of God message 
above our desires. We will avoid a consumer approach to church and strive to be active participants in God's 
grand story of redemption. 

We will make it our purpose and ambition to obey Jesus and "be [his] in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." We see the task of being missional witnesses as taking place in three 
spheres: living for others at home (in Tacoma), in our backyard (NW Washington), and abroad. In thinking 
abroad, we will be willing to take the best of what God gives us and in turn give it away out of our passion for 
others and our sensitivity to God's leading – much as the original church was willing to send out Paul and 
Barnabas (the two primary leaders) at the prompting of God (see Acts 13). This is what drives our ambition to do 
Christ’s work and to turn our community outward rather than inward. 



WHAT FRIENDS BELIEVE 
Along with the Northwest Yearly Meeting of Friends, OVFC affirms as essential Christian truths the following 
teachings of the apostolic church: the sovereignty of God; the deity and humanity of Jesus Christ; the atonement 
through Jesus Christ by which persons are reconciled to God; the resurrection of Jesus, which assures the 
resurrection of all true worshipers; the gift of the Holy Spirit to believers; and the authority of the Holy Scriptures. 

OVFC also endorses traditional statements of Friends, including those emphasizing an inward encounter with 
God, a worship of communion without ritual, an individual responsibility for ministry and service, and a striving for 
peace and justice. In addition, OVFC speaks to contemporary issues concerning morality, human relationships, 
and Christian commitment. 

Friends hold that an authentic Christian belief includes both an inward faith and an outward expression of that 
belief. Accordingly, the two parts "Faith Expressed as Doctrine" and "Faith Expressed Through Witness" 
constitute the set of beliefs endorsed by Evangelical Friends Churches. 

FAITH EXPRESSED AS DOCTRINE 
1. GOD AS CREATOR  
We believe God is the Creator and Sustainer of the cosmos, whose creative work provides the basis for order, 
beauty, purpose, and rationality. God is holy and eternal; He is loving, almighty, and all-wise. He reveals Himself 
and His will to His creation. He illuminates humankind through rational understanding, experience, and direct 
revelation. He speaks through the Scriptures. We believe that in redeeming humanity, God is bringing the 
universe into a glorious expression of His purpose. In joy of this hope we offer Him honor and praise. 



2. GOD'S REVELATION IN CHRIST 
We believe that the word of God spoken into every heart was supremely manifest in Jesus Christ, who in His 
virgin birth and sinless life was true God and perfect man. Christ is the Word. He is the Light that exposes our sin 
and brings us into the righteousness of God. He is the Redeemer through whose atoning death and resurrection 
we receive the forgiveness of God. He is Lord and to Him we give our obedience. Christ is the first and last word 
of divine wisdom by which God is drawing His creation into a new covenant of peace. 

3. GOD'S REVELATION BY THE SPIRIT  
We believe God is the source of truth, that there are no spiritual insights or principles independent of His 
revelation. God's Spirit teaches us through the Scriptures and through the creation. He convicts and instructs 
conscience, testifies to salvation through Christ, and gives wisdom and power for holy living. The Spirit gives 
discernment concerning the purposes of God through natural and social history. The Spirit enlightens reason and 
quickens human creativity that we might share in the work of the Creator. 

4. GOD'S REVELATION IN THE SCRIPTURES  
We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were given by inspiration of God. They are the 
divinely authorized record of the doctrines that we as Christians are bound to accept, and of the moral principles 
that are to regulate our lives and actions. By their own declaration, the Scriptures are able to make us "wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus" (2 Timothy 3:15 NIV). Interpreted by the Holy Spirit, they are an unfailing 
source of truth. We believe the Spirit will not lead persons or groups contrary to the teachings of the Scriptures. 



5. HUMAN REDEMPTION  
We believe that God created the human being, male and female, in His own image; but that when Adam and Eve 
fell from a state of holy obedience, the human race lost a perfect relationship to God, and self instead of the 
Creator became the center of life. Through the blood of Christ our Savior we may be recovered from the fall and 
made right (justified) before God. To those who put their faith in Christ, God offers forgiveness of sins, 
regeneration of affections and actions, and final glorification of the resurrected body. 

6. THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT  
We believe Christ's baptism to be the inward receiving of the promised Holy Spirit, whereby the believer is 
immersed in Jesus' power, purity, and wisdom. This baptism is the essential Christian baptism: an experience of 
cleansing from sin that supplants old covenant rituals. The sanctification that is initiated with this experience is a 
continuing work of the Holy Spirit in which we are instructed into righteous living and perfected in love. Thus 
sanctification is the work of God's grace by which our affections are purified and exalted to a supreme love of 
God. 

7. THE CHURCH  
We believe the Church is composed of persons who, through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ, have been 
born into His Kingdom and baptized with the Holy Spirit into the one Body. These persons agree together to 
follow Jesus as Lord. This Church is spiritual in nature, universal in scope, holy in character, and redemptive in 
purpose. Its head is Jesus Christ, who serves immediately as priest and ministers directly as teacher and 
prophet. The Church exists visibly in local meetings for worship and in groupings of these churches as they are 
united in common expressions of faith and action. 



8. GOD'S KINGDOM  
We believe the Church is called to demonstrate in this life the righteous character of Christ's present and coming 
Kingdom. The Kingdom is present now to the extent that the people of God hear His voice and obey it. The 
coming Kingdom will be initiated by the second appearing of Jesus Christ (as foretold by the prophets) and by 
the resurrection of the dead. The world will then be judged righteously by Jesus Christ and there will come 
everlasting punishment for the finally unrepentant wicked and everlasting blessedness for the righteous. At that 
time the world will be freed from the grip of evil and satanic power, and Christ will reign over a restored universe. 

9. THE SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE 
We believe that we may experience Christ directly and immediately without the necessity of priestly or 
ceremonial intervention and that this experience is available to every person. The spiritual life is nourished by the 
Holy Spirit, who teaches and guides us both individually and corporately according to His commandments. For 
Friends the supper of the Lord is an inward feeding on Christ by faith in response to His broken body and shed 
blood. 

10. WORSHIP  
Worship is the adoring response of heart and mind to the Spirit of God. The meeting for worship brings a 
personal and corporate renewal, an edification and communion of believers, and a witness of the Gospel to the 
unconverted. We recognize the value of silence to center our thoughts upon God. We believe the Spirit speaks to 
worshipers through persons He has prepared and selected, whose message may be given in various modes by 
men or women, children or adults. We believe God calls some persons to a special preaching ministry, which the 
church should respectfully receive. Friends observe the first day of the week for corporate worship and for rest. 



FAITH EXPRESSED THROUGH WITNESS 

11. CHRISTIAN WITNESS THROUGH MINISTRY  
We believe that the Holy Spirit bestows gifts on the followers of Christ for them to use on behalf of church and 
society (see "Gifts," pp. 66-67) and that these gifts should be exercised in all of life, not just at religious 
gatherings. We believe God calls the Church to encourage the general ministry of all Christians and to facilitate 
the special work of the men and women He ordains for public ministry. Friends desiring to be of service should 
remain open to the leading of the Spirit. Service and ministry should spring from a devotion to the will of God. 

12. CHRISTIAN WITNESS TO PEACE 
We believe the precepts of Christ our Lord and the whole spirit of His Gospel call us to live at peace with all 
people. Therefore we consider war and violence incompatible with the holiness we profess. We ask our leaders 
to choose nonviolent alternatives for sustaining economic and civil order. We respect government as an 
instrument of God to restrain evil and promote justice, and we submit to it in matters that do not interfere with 
obedience to Christ our Lord. 

When conflicts arise among persons, we will resolve them in a spirit of humility, with love for those who oppose 
us, and in accordance with biblical methods of peacemaking. (See Matthew 18 and George Fox's "Gospel 
Order.") 

13. CHRISTIAN WITNESS TO JUSTICE 
We witness to the dignity and worth of all persons before God. We repudiate and seek to remove discrimination 
based on gender, race, nationality, or class. We deplore the use of selfish ends to gain unfair advantage, and we 
urge political, economic, and social justice for all peoples. We consider civil order most just when conscience is 
free and religious faith uncoerced. 



14. COMMITMENT TO SIMPLICITY  
As Friends we have a long tradition for adhering to scriptural injunctions for plain living. In this respect, we are 
encouraged to work toward transforming the values of our culture rather than conforming without question. We 
recognize our responsibility for the care and use of the earth and, therefore, our obligation to maintain a style of 
living that will conserve resources for future generations. 

15. COMMITMENT TO INTEGRITY  
We believe that integrity of speech and action honors Christ as it advances truth and, therefore, should 
characterize our social and business relationships. In allegiance to Christ's command, we refrain from swearing 
oaths and from profanity of speech. We consider integrity a mark of Christian holiness. 

16. RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE  
We reject the unchristian preempting of God's authority over human life. Because we trust God as the righteous 
and final judge before whom we spend our lives in probation, we oppose capital punishment. Because we 
believe in the sacredness of human life, we oppose abortion for personal convenience. 

17. RESPECT FOR THE BODY  
We affirm the sacredness of body, mind, and spirit, and the necessity for Christians to conduct themselves in 
ways that honor God. Out of respect for ourselves and consideration for those we influence, we refuse to be 
defiled by salacious literature and amusements, and we reject involvement that could lead to drug or alcohol 
abuse, or to occult religious practices. We consider the body a temple of God to be cared for with respect, the 
mind a gift from God to be developed for personal and social enrichment, and the spirit an inner place for God to 
dwell. 



18. CHRISTIAN WITNESS TO HUMAN SEXUALITY 
We hold that only marriage is conducive to godly fulfillment in sexual relationships for the purposes of 
reproduction and enrichment of life. We consider sexual intimacy outside marriage as sinful because it distorts 
God's purposes for human sexuality. We denounce, as contrary to the moral laws of God, acts of homosexuality, 
sexual abuse, and any other form of sexual perversion (see "Human Sexuality," p. 80). The church, however, as 
a community of forgiven persons, remains loving and sensitive to those we consider in error. Because God's 
grace can deliver from sins of any kind, we are called to forgive those who have repented and to free them for 
participation in the church. 

19. CHRISTIAN WITNESS TO THE HOME  
We believe the church sustains the home whether the home consists of immediate family members, persons 
together because of need, or one person alone. We value the single person and respect singleness whether by 
choice or circumstance. Gospel order affords equality to single and married persons. We believe that marriage is 
ordained of God to order the human family in love and that it is a lifetime commitment, not to be broken except on 
scriptural grounds; but we also recognize the church as a place for the healing of hurts, including those of broken 
marriages. We hold the godly home accountable for the nurture and care of those within its circle, particularly the 
children and the aged. For all in our various homes, the church provides support for the disciplines of truth and 
love and sustenance in times of distress. 

20. COMMITMENT TO CHRISTIAN FAITH AND WITNESS  
We believe the Christian life is characterized by disciplined devotion and commitment, by a hunger for God and a 
thirst for righteousness. This commitment is strengthened by habits of prayer and Bible reading. For us this 
Christian faith involves commitment to the work of Friends. Although we respect freedom of conscience and 
honor diversity in the family of God, we affirm our covenant with God as Friends people. Therefore, we aim to be 
faithful to those structures of our denominational life through which our Gospel witness is made clear. 
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THE NORTHWEST YEARLY MEETING OF FRIENDS WEBSITE GOES EVEN MORE 
IN DEPTH TO WHAT FRIENDS BELIEVE, OUR HISTORY AND PRACTICE.  

YOU CAN LOOK IT UP ONLINE AT NWFRIENDS.ORG/FAITH-PRACTICE.

http://nwfriends.org/faith-practice
http://nwfriends.org/faith-practice



